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Our focus is on uncovering the depth of Zhuangzi’s and Xunzi’s thought, whose
inquiries delve into the Way, politics, ethics, understanding, practical agency,
and transformation—some of the central topics of the pre-Qin period. The
purpose of this course is twofold: first, to delve deeply into the philosophy of
both Zhuangzi and Xunzi through a rational reconstruction of their original
texts within the frameworks of analytic philosophy and moral psychology;
second, to demonstrate the significance and relevance of these two
philosophers’ works in a contemporary context. We achieve these goals by
engaging with the original texts as well as secondary literature, including the
lecturers’ working manuscripts. By the end of the semester, students are
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expected to critically appreciate the contemporary significance of Zhuangzi’s
and Xunzi’s philosophies and to conduct a research project of their own.
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This course invites students to thoughtfully explore the intricate and often
ambiguous relationship between literature and philosophy. Through close
reading and analysis of selected texts from literary and philosophical traditions -
primarily European and American, with supplementary materials from East Asia
- the course will examine key questions at the intersection of these disciplines.
We will focus on a few major themes: How did philosophers in East and West
(like Plato, Aristotle, Kant, Nietzsche, Zhuangzi, or Zhu Xi) perceive the
function of literary works? How did they differentiate between literary and
philosophical discourses, and what motivated these distinctions? Why did many
ancient philosophers choose the literary medium of the dialogue to express their
insights into wisdom? Why have philosophers been intrigued by fiction and the
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concept of fictional truth? Why did many philosophers before the 20th century
employ literary forms to engage with philosophical questions? How can
literature cultivate moral emotions? What is the connection between aesthetic
perception, imagination, and character formation? These and other questions
will guide our inquiry.
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